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The BBC had an unofficial league table of British accents, in which Birmingham was ranked the worst, one of the broadcasters most-esteemed war correspondents has said.In remarks at a University of Sunderland event marking the opening of an archive of her work, Kate Adie who now presents From Our Own Correspondent said the BBC would
receive widespread complaints over regional accents when she started her career.Ms Adie, who for years was one of the BBCs best-known journalists, said: It is one of this countrys complex matters. Accents vary hugely, and how they are received varies hugely.Years and years ago, the BBC had an unofficial league table of the most liked and the most
hated accents. The view was that some of them drove people nuts up and down the country. Geordie did pretty well. Its liked.Confirming the answer given by the audience when asked to guess what the most disliked accent was, Ms Adie is reported by The Guardian to have said: From one end of the country to another, its Birmingham.Michael Buerk,
who comes from Birmingham, was once asked why he didnt use the accent. He said, I didnt want death threats.The veteran correspondent said that when she started as a station assistant at BBC Radio Durham, they would receive complaints from everywhere if a locally accented producer read the news bulletin. Adie was the BBCs chief
correspondent for 14 years (Finnbarr Webster/Getty)We got complaints from everywhere. The whole range of audience. They felt it wasnt right for news. It is a curious one, she said.Ms Adie, aged 79, covered a host of conflicts while working as the BBCs chief news reporter between 1989 and 2003, having first joined the corporation as a radio
technician and producer 20 years prior.Her first major break came covering the Iranian embassy siege in 1980, after which she went on to report from war zones around the world, including the Gulf war, the 1986 bombing of Libya, and the Bosnian war.During the Tiananmen Square massacre, Ms Adie was hit in the elbow by a bullet, which is
reported to have killed the man standing next to her, and was nicked by a bullet fired at point-blank range in Libya. She was awarded an OBE in 1993.The newly opened archive is reported to contain more than 2,300 items donated to the university, including Ms Adies tapes, letters, photographs and the bullet which grazed her at Tiananmen
Square.The Independent has approached the BBC for comment. A recently released survey found the UKs most attractive accents. Here are the results. Link copied! The UKs Woman and Home magazine recently announced the findings of a poll conducted to determine the UKs most attractive accents. According to the results, some 15% of the people
surveyed favored the sound of the Scottish accent. Meanwhile, 12% of the respondents preferred the Geordie (Newcastle) accent and another 12% announced their affinity for the Northern Irish accent. This made these the leading three of the top ten accents liked by Brits, as announced by Woman and Home.Brits Top 10 Local Accents (by percent of
votes): TrustworthinessIt perhaps comes as no surprise that some people confer greater trustworthiness upon people whose speech patterns exhibit certain traits. The studys respondents gave the nod to Scots in this regard, with a full 14% regarding a Scottish accent as being the most trustworthy. The Yorkshire accent followed closely at 13%.
Framework call center leaders can use to prioritize which AI solutions to implement first Read the Whitepaper IntelligenceWhile it didnt rank among the top 10 favored accents, Received Pronunciation, also known as the Queens English, came out on top in terms of perceived intelligence. A full 35% of the people who participated in the survey said RP
is the UK accent most closely associated with intellectual prowess. Manchurian and Essex speech patterns fared least favorably in this area.Favorite OverallScottish carried the day as the favored accent in the UK. One of the most famous accents on planet Earth, the Scottish Burr evolved from ancient Gaelic. Historians believe that somewhere around
1500 CE, the Scots dialect began to take root in the Lowlands of Scotland, while Gaelic continued to be dominant in the Highlands.Scots and Standard English are thought to have blended during the 18th century to become Scottish English. An amalgamation of Gaelic roots, Scots phonology and the English lexicon, Scottish Englishat three centuries
oldis considered one of Great Britains youngest dialects.What About the Queens English?Non-UK residents may be surprised to learn that Received Pronunciation (RP) is among the least favored of British accents. After all, its considered to be the one employed by those with power, influence, money and a fine education. RP was even adopted by the
BBC as its standard mode of speech in 1922.And yet, according to The Guardian UK, the dialect is employed by less than 2% of the population of the British Isles. A bit of digging into the collective psyches of UK residents reveals RP is resented precisely because its identified with a specific social grouprather than a particular region.According to Dr.
Catherine Sangster, writing for the BBC publication Your Voice, some people think the name Received Pronunciation is also a problem. She posits, If only some accents or pronunciations are received, the implication is others should be rejected. This, when combined with RP s connotations of prestige, authority, privilege and arrogance are believed to
have contributed to its fall from grace among mainstream Brits.Accents and Value JudgmentsAnd there you have it, the top 10 accents liked by Brits. Whether consciously or unconsciously, people make value judgments of others based upon their patterns of speech. As a species, human beings evolved to be distrustful of things with which they lack
familiarity. That innate suspicion was a survival trait. Today, while that concern does still matter in certain instances, it also feeds prejudices and informs acts of bigotry.Tomato.ai is working to mitigate those factors in the call center industry with accent smoothing Al algorithms. Tomato.ai makes accented language easier to understand for those who
may be unfamiliar with certain patterns of speech. This is helping more people gain employment in the call center industry. Its also contributing to elevated levels of customer satisfactionand bringing people together. Kate Adie revealed the existence of the list (Image: Getty)The BBC had a secret league table that ranked the "most hated" accents in
the UK. Kate Adie, a veteran war correspondent, revealed the existence of the list and said accents were one of the countrys complex matters.According to the table, the Birmingham accent is the most hated in the country. However, Adie stressed that how accents are received "varies hugely" among British people. The 79-year-old said: "Years and
years ago, the BBC had an unofficial league table of the most liked and the most hated accents. The view was that some of them drove people nuts up and down the country."As reported by the Telegraph, she asked the audience at an event at the University of Sunderland to guess the most hated accent. They replied with a chorus of
"Birmingham".Adie then said: "From one end of the country to another, its Birmingham! Michael Buerk, who comes from Birmingham, was once asked why he didnt use the accent. He said, I didnt want death threats." She also told the crowd that the Geordie accent was generally well-liked.Amol Rajan, the University Challenge host, revealed in 2022
that research by BBC News revealed that most newsreaders across the corporation, as well as other sites such as ITV and Sky, speak with received pronunciation (RP). He challenged the BBC's director-general Tim Davie to correct an on-air accent bias.Kate Adie was speaking at an event at the University of Sunderland (Image: Getty)Mr Davie said
the statistical bias towards RP was "not particularly surprising". It was adopted by the BBC in 1922 and was once regarded as the most "typically British" accent.Newsnight presenter Victoria Derbyshire said she was proud of her native Lancashire accent. However, she admitted she feared her voice was too Northern to advance at the
BBC.Meanwhile, Adie, who was raised in Sunderland, said she never had a strong accent. She also revealed when a locally accented producer would read the bulletin at BBC Radio Durham and they "got complaints from everywhere".VERBAL TREATMENT Published: 16:36, 4 Nov 2022Updated: 16:36, 4 Nov 2022BRITAIN'S most and least respected
accents have been revealed - how does yours rank? If you speak with Received Pronunciation (RP) you've come out on top - it has been named as the most prestigious accent. But if you have a Brummie monotone, you're not so lucky. 1The popular show Peaky Blinders features one of the country's least respected accentsCredit: HandoutA report
released this week scored UK accents, and the results may not be that shocking as you think - opinions on the way we sound are said to have remained much the same over time. Behind RP at the top of the table is French-accented English, Scottish, American and Southern Irish accents. And, on the bottom of the pile are accents said to come from
industrial cities of England, like Manchester, Liverpool and Birmingham. Minority ethnic accents, such as Afro-Caribbean and Indian are also the lowest ranked. The report was collated by the education charity, named The Sutton Trust. It found that despite a slight levelling out, public attitudes to different accents and their related stereotypes have
remained largely unchanged over time.Out of a top score of seven, British people ranked various accents in 2019 and the RP accent was rated top with a score of 5.23, followed by French, 4.56, Scottish, 4.12, American, 4.07, Southern Irish, 3.99, and German, 3.88.In contrast, the lowest ranked accent was Birmingham at 3.2. This was followed by
Liverpool, 3.28, Indian, 3.38, Afro-Caribbean, 3.52, Manchester, 3.58, West Country, 3.73, and Welsh, 3.87. The report said: In the UK, a long history of class-based social hierarchy has established a deeply rooted prestige-based hierarchy of accents and this is particularly present in the overwhelming presence of RP in positions of authority.An
example is that RP remains the most common accent for newsreaders on major networks, politicians, in courtrooms and also in the corporate sector. In comparison, it was found that Birmingham natives with Brummie monotone are regularly mocked, criticised and singled out for the way they speak.In one case study, a university student with a
Birmingham accent told the researchers: I always get asked to repeat myself so that some Southerner can repeat it back again in a drawl. I fear that people think I am stupid, sad, or emotionally withdrawn because of the Brummie monotone (which I dont think exists and is horrible).Professor Devyani Sharma from Queen Mary University London,
author of the report, said that the research shows that a long-standing hierarchy of accent prestige in Britain is still in place.Professor Sharama told The Telegraph: Accent-based discrimination actively disadvantages certain groups atkey junctures for social mobility, such as job interviews."This creates a negative cycle, whereby regional, working
class, and minority ethnic accents are heard less in some careers or positions of authority, reinforcing anxiety and marginalisation for those speakers.It is natural for people to associate accents with social groups, but relying on accent stereotypes to judge professional ability in this way is discriminatory.YouGov reshared a 2014 poll on the best and
worst accents in the British Isles and its sparked debate.Responding to a tweet asking what the worst accent is, YouGov shared a poll that found the Birmingham accent to be the least attractive, and the Southern Irish accent to be the most appealing.The Scouse, Mancunian, Cockney, and Glaswegian accents ranked low on the list, while received
pronunciation, Welsh, Yorkshire, West Country, and Geordie accents placed highly.Sign up to our free Indy100 weekly newsletterThe poll sparked debate from people who called out the term Southern Irish and objected to Ireland falling under the umbrella of the British Isles.@gbrading @YouGov British Isles is a colonial term anyway, its not even a
neutral geographical term Saoirse del Tufo #BLM (@Saoirse del Tufo #BLM ) 1641473773@YouGov 1. British Isles is incorrect2. Theres is no such place called Southern Ireland Irish Spurs (@Irish Spurs ) 1641473104@YouGov agh. That country on the left there in burgundy is called "Ireland" or "Eire", not "Southern Ireland". And Catherine
Nicholson (@Catherine Nicholson) 1641480926Responding to the poll, John Ruddy created a video showcasing the diversity of accents across Ireland, highlighting that even within Dublin a variety of dialects can be heard:@YouGov Good to know the Southern Irish accent is one solid accent there folks John D Ruddy (@John D Ruddy)
1641476936Similar criticism was levelled at the Welsh category too given its range of accents:Fascinating how "Welsh" is defined here as one accent. There are so many Welsh accents! Joe Davies (@]Joe Davies) 1641485140@YouGov yes because me in swansea has the same accent as someone from Prestatyn, top notch survey as usual from yougov
Jenko (@Jenko ) 1641474222Some questioned where the rest of the Scottish accents are:@YouGov So there's only one accent in Scotland??? Eilidh Mackay (@Eilidh Mackay) 16414869930thers were surprised by the results, and some were confused by how areas with different accents were placed under the same umbrella:@YouGov There are, in
fact, massive regional differences within the areas defined in this survey so its completely Christopher Lowe (@Christopher Lowe) 1641485500@thatmonokid @YouGov I was thinking the exact same thing. I grew up in the far west of Hertfordshire, right on the WrongStar (@WrongStar) 1641476465@lexiconmistress @YouGov Thanks for pointing this
out! People here in the Hampshire sound nothing like people in Ke Reece Finnigan (@Reece Finnigan) 1641479717@YouGov ah, but which Glaswegian though? There are two main strains, and one of them gets targeted for call centre Mason Cross (@Mason Cross) 1641475965@YouGov Map shows not Brmmie but West Mids. I am not sure people of
the Black Country and Coventry are loving that.. Darren B (@Darren B) 1641468255@YouGov That "RP" area on the map covers a huge range of accents - many of them not RP at all. I'm pretty surprised John Pettigrew (@John Pettigrew) 1641473876@YouGov Cornwall has no accent? Scotland has no accent outside of Glasgow? And no, you can't just
annex and rename Ireland. Fully Automated Luxury Queer Space Commie (@Fully Automated Luxury Queer Space Commie) 1641475166@YouGov Most people don't know what a real Brummie accent sounds like, so I suspect they are judging us by poor imi Bill Heywood (@Bill Heywood) 16414858280ne Twitter user had a lighter take on the poll,
asking: Which one is Henry Cavill? I could listen to him read the dictionary.Honestly, so could we.Did you see that YouGov dug up its old poll on the best and worstaccents in the British Isles and it sparked quite the row online this week? Well, in case you missed it, the market research and data analytics firm took to Twitter to respond to a tweet that
intended to start a civil war by asking people for their takes on what the worst accent in the UK was, and so decided to shared the results from its controversial 2014 poll which rated accents based on how attractive or unattractive they are. The Southern Irish accent was found to be the most appealing, according to those who voted, claiming a net
attractiveness score of +42. Other accents deemed attractive and placing highly include received pronunciation (RP) or BBC English Welsh, Yorkshire, West Country, and Geordie, while the Scouse, Cockney, Glaswegian, and unfortunately for us, Mancunian, accents ranked low on the list. The Birmingham, or Brummie accent, was voted to be the
most unattractive in the poll. At the time the poll was conducted, YouGov said thee were some vast differences in perceived attractiveness of accents. And if the recent rowing on Twitter is anything to go by, thats definitely the case. YouGov said that the West Country accent is considered the most attractive to over-60s, with 63% of the oldest
generation seeing it as attractive, compared to only 22% of 18-24 year-olds. The opposite perception had developed for Northern Irish too, with most 18-24 year-olds (54%) seeing it as attractive, compared to only 37% of over-60s, and then the Geordie accent also had a greater appeal to older British people too. Heres the list in full: The Most
Attractive Accents in the British Isles Southern IrishReceived PronunciationWelshYorkshireWest CountryGeordieNorthern IrishGlaswegianCockneyMancunianScouseBrummie YouGovs controversial 2014 poll rated British accents based on how attractive or unattractive they are / Credit: Unsplash (Amy Humphries) The results from the poll,
unsurprisingly, sparked criticism and got a lot of people talking. But rather than people just being outraged that their accents were deemed to be unattractive and making claims that it isnt the case, criticism largely came from the structure and wording of the survey instead. Plenty of people called out the term Southern Irish and objected to Ireland
falling under the umbrella of the British Isles while the explaining that the country of Ireland has countless different accent and dialect variations. Similar criticisms were also levelled at the use of Welsh and Northern Irish, while many couldnt wrap their heads around why Glaswegian appeared to be the only Scottish accent on the list. The most
common critique from people responding on social media was that the UK is filled with accents that change ever-so-slightly, or in some cases quite drastically, from one town or city to the next for which the region of Greater Manchester is a great example of and so it doesnt really make sense to generalise and say that one place has one specific and
distinctive accent. Do you agree? Fancy having a read through some of the responses and critiques by people? Keen to give your thoughts on the debate? You can get stuck in over on YouGovs Twitter here. Featured Image Unsplash (Mangopear Creative) The most posh British accent is Received Pronunciation (RP). People who speak with this accent
are typically from the southeastern part of England, which is considered a posh area. It has historically been associated with upper-class and middle-class individuals, and speaking with an RP accent was believed to provide an advantage in obtaining better job prospects.Which part of England has the strongest accent?The Geordie accent, spoken in
the northeastern region of England, is considered one of the strongest and most distinctive English accents. It is known for its sing-song sound and is also regarded as one of the friendliest accents.What is the upper-class accent in the UK?The upper-class accent in the UK is known as Received Pronunciation (RP). It is the standard pronunciation used
in prestigious boarding schools and is associated with the upper-class Victorian society.Which English accent is classy?British accents, in general, are often associated with elegance, sophistication, and tradition. American accents, on the other hand, are often perceived as dynamic, diverse, and influential.Upper-class Accent ExamplesWhere in the UK
has the best accent?According to a study analyzing Twitter users opinions, the Sheffield accent was ranked as the best in the UK. This accent is considered to be the most pleasant and appealing among the various dialects.Who speaks the best British accent?According to the study, the Sheffield accent was ranked as the best in the UK, followed by the
Geordie accent and the Essex accent.What is a Sussex accent?The Sussex accent, characterized by a rhotic pronunciation and an extremely narrow PRICE vowel, is a regional dialect of England. It also features th-stopping and the use of reduplicated plural forms in the Sussex dialect.Is Cockney considered low class?Cockney is a dialect of the English
language spoken in London, primarily by working-class and lower middle-class individuals. While it has historically been associated with the East End of London, being Cockney does not necessarily indicate lower social status.Is Cockney lower class?Cockney is a dialect of English traditionally spoken by working-class people in the East End of London.
It is mainly associated with areas such as Bethnal Green, Stepney, Whitechapel, and Hackney.What is the hardest British accent?The West Country accent, originating from the southwestern region of England, is often considered one of the most challenging English dialects to understand. It is characterized by a heavy drawl and slurred syllable
endings.What is the hardest accent to understand in the UK?According to a survey, the Glasgow accent was identified as the hardest UK accent to understand, followed by the Tyneside accent and the Liverpool accent. The Bristol accent was found to be the easiest to comprehend.What is the most neutral accent in England?Received Pronunciation
(RP), also known as the Queens English or BBC English, is considered the most neutral accent in England. It originated from public schools and universities in 19th-century Britain and is associated with standard pronunciation.Which countries love the British accent?Countries like India, Sweden, China, Pakistan, Italy, and Finland are among those
that have a fascination with the British accent. The allure of the accent has captured the attention and admiration of people worldwide.What is the oldest English accent?The Geordie accent, spoken in Newcastle-Upon-Tyne, is considered the oldest English dialect still in use. It is associated with the northeastern region of England and has a distinct
pronunciation style.Is David Beckham a Cockney?It has been noted that David Beckham, who was originally associated with a broader Cockney accent, now speaks with more of a standard English accent. Over time, his accent has evolved and become less regional.Are all Londoners cockneys?While the term Cockney was originally used to refer to
individuals born within earshot of the Bow Bells in the East End of London, its meaning has expanded. While some Londoners may identify as Cockney, not all Londoners are considered Cockneys.What is Prince Harrys accent?Prince Harrys accent has been described as leaning towards Estuary English, a well-spoken accent typical of London and the
Southeast of England. It is characterized by a mixture of British and American features and is associated with the upper class.What was the Queens accent?The Queens accent has undergone changes over the years. While she was historically associated with Received Pronunciation (RP), recordings indicate that her pronunciation shifted during her
reign. The BBC English accent is often referred to as the home of RP.What is the Essex accent called?The Essex accent is often classified as Estuary English. It is spoken in the eastern region of England, primarily around the area along the River Thames and its estuary, including London. Estuary English is a mix of standard English and southeastern
English accents.What is the nicest accent in the world?According to a study, the Yorkshire, London, and Brummie (accent from Birmingham) accents ranked as the worlds most sophisticated accents. The study also found that the Australian accent was considered the most attractive, followed by Scottish, London, Irish, French, Italian, Welsh, and
Brummie accents.What is the most attractive accent ranked?According to a survey, the Australian accent was ranked as the most attractive, followed by Scottish, London, Irish, French, Italian, Welsh, and Brummie accents. The least attractive accents included the New Yorker, Boston, American Midwestern, Canadian, American Southern, Spanish,
German, and Yorkshire accents.Which American accent is closest to British?The Mid-Atlantic accent is often considered the closest American accent to British English. It is characterized by a mixture of American and British phonetic features and has been associated with a perceived mixture of American and British characteristics.Why do people like
the British accent?Many people find the British accent interesting and attractive because it is often associated with intelligence, sophistication, and prestige. Foreign accents, in general, are often deemed more captivating and desirable due to their perceived uniqueness and less familiarity. Yorkshire has been crowned as the most trustworthy accent
in the UK, with a new study finding it to be 'intelligent' and 'calming'. The research, which was commissioned by OnBuy.com, asked 2,221 people to listen to 15 British accents and say which they would be more likely to trust in job interviews. While Yorkshire accents were voted as one of the most pleasing to the ear, in second place with 57% is
Received Pronunciation a dialect most commonly found in Hertfordshire, London, and Kent. Scottish and Welsh accents took the third and fourth spots, respectively. Participants said they would be more likely to hire someone with the Scottish accent, with many describing it as 'soothing' and 'friendly'.PaulaConnelly//Getty ImagesYorkshire took the
top spot On the other hand, however, Brummies in Birmingham came last in the study with just 4%. It might be one of the most distinct accents in the UK, but the study found it to be one of the least trustworthy. The team said: "The UK is known for its rich array of regional accents and dialects. But does the way someone sounds have any correlation
with our snap judgments towards them in the workplace and social settings?"Curious to see the full list? Take a look at the 15 most trustworthy accents below...15 of the most trustworthy accents in the UK Yorkshire (60%)Received Pronunciation (57%)Edinburgh - Scottish (52%)Welsh (48%)Newcastle (Geordie) (40%)Bolton (Boltonian)
(38%)Northern Irish (30%)West Country - Bath, Bristol, Exeter, Gloucester (27%)Manchester (Mancunian) (25%)Essex (22%)Glaswegian (20%)Cockney (17%)East Anglian - Norfolk, Suffolk (10%)Liverpool (Scouse) (8%)Birmingham (Brummie) (4%)Like this article? Sign up to our newsletter to get more articles like this delivered straight to your
inbox.SIGN UPOne of the best country house hotels in the country, if not the world, Raymond Blanc's exquisite Oxfordshire hotel is the perfect marriage of French influence and English tradition. A lavender-lined path leads up to Le Manoir's authentic honey-stoned exterior and, inside, a magical world for gastronomes awaits. The impeccable
restaurant has held two Michelin stars for nearly 40 years, and the sumptuous bedrooms, creatively inspired by Raymond's travels, are the perfect place to sleep off a truly indulgent feast. All palates are catered for, and vegans and vegetarians even get their own menu. This high-end and luxurious hotel offers a bucket-list experience that's definitely
worth saving up for.SEE OUR DINING OFFER BOOK NOWPaul Wilkinson/Belmond Le Manoirlt would be hard to find a more luxurious destination than this magnificent, 17th-century stately home hotel part of the Relais & Chateaux group set in meticulously landscaped grounds on the edge of the Yorkshire Dales. Staff offer excellent and friendly
service, with every detail taken care of, for a truly relaxing experience.Inside Grantley Hall, the decor is grand and opulent, with eye-catching modern artwork contrasting with its historic architecture. In the 47 bedrooms, pick from a pillow menu for your desired comfort level, then flick a switch and watch your wall art transform into an HD
television.There's also a spectacular spa, which boasts a hydrotherapy pool, snow room and nordic spa garden, and five restaurants to choose from including Michelin-starred Shaun Rankin at Grantley Hall. BOOK NOWCourtesy of Grantley HallSpa lovers in search of the ultimate country house hotel to retreat to for a mini-break needn't look further
than beautiful Ragdale Hall in the Leicestershire countryside. This gorgeous country pile is no average manor house. It features a rooftop infinity pool for you to enjoy the views of the countryside from the steamy water, and an array of wellness and fitness experiences that focus on your mind and body.Combining state-of-the-art facilities and
treatments with the charm of traditional Victorian architecture, Ragdale Hall is a luxurious and relaxing health spa. So, whether you want to be pampered, kick-start your health regime or just enjoy the beautiful surroundings, this country house hotel is worth checking out.SEE OUR EXCLUSIVE OFFER Booking.comThis boutique country house hotel
from luxury collection Relais & Chateaux is a true home-from-home, offering a warm welcome with friendly staff and comfortable rooms. It's surrounded by beautiful countryside, with both the Lake District and Hadrian's Wall in easy reach but inviting sofas surrounded the fireplace in the lounge area, with board games to enjoy if the weather isn't
playing ball.Farlam Hall's 12 bedrooms and six suites feature silky-soft bedding, Molton Brown toiletries and a turndown service. Families in particular will love the self-contained stable suites, which have their own living rooms and kitchens just a stone's throw from the main building. And in the restaurant, chef Hrishikesh Desai serves up Michelin-
starred meals with ingredients grown in the hotel's own kitchen gardens.BOOK NOWCourtesy of Farlam HallGet away from it all at this beautiful country house hotel that has everything you need for a relaxing retreat. At Summer Lodge, there's an all-weather tennis court, gym, pool and spa to keep you busy before popping your feet up with a G&T by
one of the log fires.Interiors are traditional think country-chintz pelmets, patterned carpets and grand paintings. It's luxurious and authentic at the same time, and we love the little touches, like the homemade shortbread waiting for you in your room. When you're ready to leave your cosy surroundings, head into the pretty village of Evershot or
further afield to Dorchester. Thomas Hardy fans will have a field day in this part of the country.SEE OUR 2-NIGHT OFFER BOOK NOWSummer Lodge Country House HotelLucknam Park Hotel & Spa is an elegant country house hotel in Wiltshire, set within 500 acres of listed parkland. The Palladian mansion turned five-star hotel is privately owned
and a member of Relais & Chateaux, the masters of luxury hotels for gourmands.The mile-long lime and beech tree-lined drive sets the scene for the stunning retreat that awaits at the bottom of it. The hotel's 42 rooms and suites are a masterclass in refined luxury, and you can choose from Michelin-starred dining at Restaurant Hywel Jones or the
slightly less formal Brasserie.Even though historic Bath is just six miles away, it will be hard to leave the state-of-the-art spa, equestrian centre and five-a-side football field. It's perfect for everyone, from families (including your dog!) to couples. READ OUR REVIEW AND BOOKBOOK NOW LUCKNAM PARKIf you're in search of a country house hotel in
Devon, look no further than this rural retreat. The Tudor-style manor in the Dartmoor National Park, making it an excellent choice for amblers. The interiors feature open fires, wood-panelled walls and wonderful antiques which seem even more inviting after a day spent enjoying the great outdoors. Set within more than 100 acres of private woodland,
Gidleigh Park is without a doubt one of the UK's most luxurious country house hotels. More fine antiques and artworks decorate the elegant guestrooms, each named after a local landmark. The award-winning restaurant offers a locally sourced menu of treats created by executive head chef, Chris Eden.READ OUR REVIEW AND BOOKBOOK
NOWBookingThe Cotswolds has no shortage of grand rural hotels though if you love a traditional country house hotel exterior but prefer a more contemporary boutique interior, the options are a little more limited. Enter The Slaughters Manor House, the perfect blend of both old and new. The honeyed stone of the 17th-century building gives way to
pre-requisite snug lounges with open fires, but there's also a slick cocktail bar and billiards room, and funky decor throughout.Escape the crowds in the five acres of grounds with a picnic packed by the staff, or enjoy a pretty mile-long stroll to the village of Upper Slaughter. Awaiting you on your return at the restaurant are dishes such as lingiune
with ricotta and courgette flower, cod with lobster, gem lettuce and shellfish sauce, and Orkney scallop crudo with Isle of Wight tomatoes.READ OUR REVIEW AND BOOKBOOK NOWSlaughters ManorLocation, location, location If it's views you want, this country house hotel has them in spades this is the Lake District after all, one of the most
staggeringly scenic spots in the country. Overlooking Bassenthwaite Lake, Armathwaite Hall Hotel is surrounded by 400 acres of parkland, and the Victorian stately home at its heart, with its towers and tall chimneys, is equally impressive.This is a family-friendly destination for all generations. Couples can relax in the modern spa and pool, and kids
can run wild in the woods. READ OUR REVIEW AND BOOKBOOK NOWArmathwaite HallGeorgian country house meets boutique hotel at this elegant tranquil hideaway, located in the heart of the Norfolk Broads on the banks of the River Bure. The Norfolk Mead's 16 modern rooms and cottages have a classic country decor.The hotel is an excellent
choice for special occasions or a weekend away. There are snug but stylish lounges, a raved-about restaurant, and a small spa for pampering treatments. Just four miles away, the Broads National Park offers over 200 miles of footpaths, as well as scenic cycling routes. READ OUR REVIEW AND BOOKBOOK NOWNorfolk MeadKilworth is a Grade II-
listed, Italianate country house set in 38 acres of landscaped parkland. The estate is surrounded by the rolling countryside of rural South Leicestershire. The house itself has been painstakingly restored it to its former glory, blending Victorian opulence with fine food and contemporary luxury to suit modern-day guests. The ornate Orangery, with its
stunning glass ceiling, overlooks the pretty parkland, while the rooms, many boasting four-poster beds and feather plumes, overlook the Victorian walkway. The rooms are also laden with plush cushions, classic paintings and mahogany lamps, as well as vintage armoires and eye-catching upholstery.BOOK NOWBooking.comThe Lake Country House
offers a wide range of activities, services and facilities for an outdoorsy, active stay in a beautiful Welsh country house hotel. Set in 50 acres of land and overlooking the lakes and the River Irfon in Powys, it boasts an indoor pool, a golf course and tennis courts plus, theres a fully-equipped gym and spa, with a range of health and beauty treatments
available for guests in need of a little pampering.Visitors are also spoilt by the variety of outdoor pursuits on offer here, such as riverside walks (dogs are welcome at the hotel, so you can have your pooch in tow), fishing in a well-stocked trout lake and even croquet on the lawn.BOOK NOWBooking.comSitting in 10 acres of beautiful gardens that are
made even prettier by the multitude of rose beds, Buckland Manor is just five minutes away from the quintessential Cotswolds town of Broadway, with its bustling cobbled streets, art galleries and boutique shops. For something a little more bucolic, guests can set off on one of the scenic walks that lead from the doorstep of this country house hotel.
The honey-stoned building contains traditional wood-panelled interiors and you can expect squashy sofas, classic oil paintings, crackling log fires and excellent afternoon teas.READ OUR REVIEW AND BOOKBOOK NOWBuckland ManorlIf it's an authentic, classic British country house hotel you're after, stop the search, Chilston Park near Maidstone is
it. Everything here is traditional, from the formal restaurant serving British cuisine to the decor, starring patterned carpets, grand paintings, large fireplaces and plenty of wood panelling. The red-brick exterior is quintessentially British, too.Inside, the rooms are sumptuous, with four-poster beds and pelmets galore. Afternoon tea is an unashamedly
gluttonous affair, but there are 22 acres of beautiful grounds in the Kent countryside to walk it all off. READ OUR REVIEW AND BOOKBOOK NOWChilston ParkBodysgallen Hall is a historic house and contemporary spa set amid 200 acres of wooded parkland, above the Victorian seaside town of Llandudno in north Wales. The country house hotel
basks in glorious views over Conwy Castle and the Snowdonia National Park. It's steeped in history, with part of the manor house hotel dating back as far as the 13th century.And it still retains much of its character today, with oak-panelled walls, ornate fireplaces and rambling corridors adding to its rustic charm. The restaurant, with tall, stained-
glass windows, has won 3 AA Rosettes and the spa, complete with an indoor swimming pool, steam room, and sauna, is an oasis of serenity. BOOK NOWBookingArguably the most luxurious country house hotel experience on offer in the Lake District, Gilpin Hotel & Lake House is a super-special retreat loved by couples. It manages to combine flawless
service, interiors and food with an unfussy, relaxed atmosphere.The 30 bedrooms at Gilpin Hotel all have typical Lake District views, and some have their own cedar wood hot tubs. For an intimate, truly tranquil experience, the Lake House, just a mile down the road, is a stunning property surrounded by 100 acres of grounds. This hotel-meets-private-
country-house has its own lake (take the rowing boat out with a bottle of bubbles), boat house, hot tubs, saunas and swimming pool.There's a complimentary chauffeur service up to the main hotel for when you want to dive headfirst into Michelin-starred fare at Source or enjoy a more informal meal at Gilpin Spice. READ OUR REVIEW AND
BOOKBOOK NOWGilpin Hotel & Lake HouseWith an 18-hole golf course, a superb spa and two excellent restaurants, Rockliffe Hall is the perfect country house getaway, set in County Durhams stunning countryside.The relaxed, intimate atmosphere is felt throughout the hotel, from the public areas to the spacious guest rooms, and the serene spa is
the perfect place to spend the day. Many come for the golf course, while the surrounding north-eastern coastline, or the Yorkshire Moors, are within easy driving distance. The Clubhouse, serving locally sourced fare, offers a cosy spot to return to after a busy day. And new for this summer is Terra, a special residency by the chef James Close, who
joined the hotel as its culinary director in February. The menu will celebrate the bounty of both land and sea. READ OUR REVIEW AND BOOKBOOK NOWBooking.comThe grande dame of country house hotels, Cliveden is a sprawling Italianate mansion that combines a contemporary spa with traditional British grandeur. This is a place with an
intriguing history and it's even hosted royals Meghan Markle stayed here the night before her wedding to Prince Harry back in 2018. It has seen its fair share of scandal, too. Rooms range from classically dressed and sumptuous, to more contemporary suites with hot tubs. A suite in the main house, with access to a terrace overlooking the parterre,
will be a memorable choice. Enjoy a picnic on the Thames in one of the hotel's boats, or head to the fabulous spa, which is an oasis of tranquillity hidden behind a walled garden. There are frequent pop-ups by acclaimed skincare experts, the most recent of which is Teresa Tarmey.BOOK NOWBookingIdeal if you're looking for a rural escape from
London, Wivenhoe House in Essex has the feel of a country house hotel, while being close enough to the shops and restaurants of Colchester, making it perfect for a weekend getaway with the best of both worlds. The hotel is split between the original 18th-century country house and the more contemporary rooms of its new wing.You'll find floor-to-
ceiling windows and spacious balconies overlooking the park. Dining at the restaurant involves hearty breakfasts (try the full English, or the veggie option), and classic lunches and dinners.READ OUR REVIEW AND BOOKBOOK NOWWIVENHOE HOUSE HOTELThere are lots of pretty parts of England, and one of the most attractive has to the be the
South Downs, which, after all, is an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Situated between Haywards Heath and Horsham, with striking views of the famous nearby chalk hills, this 19th-century country house hotel is a true haven, just an hour out of London. Old meets new inside South Lodge, with the traditional grandeur of dark wood panelling and
chandeliers in the restaurants and lounges contrasting with the contemporary spa.With 93 acres of gardens and parkland, there's plenty of choice for slow strolls before hunkering down by a fire or reposing poolside. READ OUR REVIEW AND BOOKBOOK NOWSouth Lodge/Exclusive HotelsA five-star country house hotel, Chewton Glen is an 18th-
century manor that is the epitome of luxury, while still being a great option for families. The rooms in the main house are classic in style, but you can also choose to stay in one of the luxurious treehouses for a bucolic escape in the forest. Country walks abound and, since the hotel sits just a mile from the coast, seaside strolls are also within reach.The
proximity to the sea also influences the menu at James Martin's the Kitchen, where the freshest catch gets the celebrity touch in relaxed surroundings. You can also enjoy indulgent afternoon teas and more formal fare at the Dining Room, as well as cookery courses with James himself if you book in advance.READ OUR REVIEW AND BOOKBOOK
NOWAdam LynkWithin a Gothic-Revival building dating back to 1850, the grand and majestic Horsted Place in East Sussex was once a favoured hotspot of the royal family. It's just as regal today, with traditional decor and a fine-dining restaurant. The design gives a nod to its historic past, with grand oil paintings and stately, gilded staircases. All of
the 17 rooms and suites enjoy views over the charming courtyard, the gardens or the South Downs in the distance. Take afternoon tea in the Royal Lounge or relax beside a log fire with a glass of bubbles for company. In the summer, the terrace awaits. READ OUR REVIEW AND BOOKBOOK NOWHorsted PlaceThis grand Dartmoor dwelling was built
at the behest of famous stationer William Henry Smith. Its a country-house hotel for the active the vast 275-acre estate has a championship golf course, and other pastimes available on the grounds include fly-fishing, archery and clay-pigeon shooting. Youll also be able to learn how to make gin and cider. The spa at Bovey Castle has a Gentlemans
Quarter for grooming, plus an impressive menu of treatments. Guests can check in to a room in the neo-Elizabethan main house, or one of the three-storey lodges that are dotted throughout the landscape.READ OUR REVIEW AND BOOKBOOK NOWCourtesy of the hotelCountry-house hotels dont have to be dated and chintzy. Case in point: the
Retreat Elcot Park in Berkshire, once the residence of Percy Bysshe Shelleys mother and recently revitalised by the Signet Collection. The brand is also behind the Mitre in Hampton Court. The grand house is now home to a smart pan-Asian restaurant, a brasserie in the orangery and a spa with facilities such as a Himalayan salt sauna, a flotation
chamber and a heated outdoor pool. Theres also a charming courtyard with regular pop-up markets.READ OUR REVIEW AND BOOKBOOK NOWCourtesy of the hotelThis luxury retreat on the edge of Snowdonia is one of the loveliest country house hotels in the UK, with turrets, towers and various wings to lose yourself in. Of course, the mountain in
the neighbouring national park is the star of the show, and if you dont fancy climbing it, you can catch the handy train to the top instead. Back at Pal Hall, youll be able to recuperate in style. Its grand suites have period features (wood panelling, domed ceilings and, naturally, lots of antiques), and the 18-bedroom Victorian manor also has lawns that
lead down to the riverbank.BOOK NOWCourtesy of the hotelTheres a Victorian house at the heart of Wildhive Callow Hall, deep in the Derbyshire countryside but its Treehouses and Hives, tucked away in woodland, will try to tempt you away from the more conventional accommodation. If you do go for the latter, select a suite with a bath tub in the
bedroom and admire the surrounding scenery as you bathe. Youll also be able to gaze at the valley from the comfort of the Garden Room restaurant. The 35-acre estate spans wild meadows, gardens and woods, and outside of the parameters, things only get more scenic, since its conveniently close to the Peak District National Park.BOOK
NOWCourtesy of the hotelLympstone Manor is on the edge of the Exe estuary in Devon, with a Michael Caines restaurant showcasing not only the chefs considerable talents, but his passion for this corner of the world. The estate is an hour or so away from coastal towns such as Lyme Regis and Dartmouth, and the wild expanses of Exmoor and
Dartmoor. Along with rooms in the listed Georgian main house, guests can check in to shepherds huts that are hidden away in the woods, with outdoor decks and bath tubs. There are also suites with terraces and fire pits. READ OUR REVIEW AND BOOKBOOK NOWCourtesy of the hotelln the Wiltshire market town of Malmesbury, Whatley Manor is
one of the finest hotels in Britain. The luxurious country house hotel has a restaurant with a Michelin star (and a Green Michelin star for sustainability efforts). Here, guests can enjoy delicious, refined dishes, and tasting menus for both vegans and vegetarians are available, too. Theres also the more relaxed second restaurant, Greys, perfect for a
casual lunch or dinner. As befits such a stately stay, the grounds are beautiful, with a courtyard, immaculate lawns, terraces and an organic kitchen garden. You can retreat to the manors spa, or take the waters in Bath, just a 45-minute drive south.READ OUR REVIEW AND BOOKBOOK NOW Courtesy of the hotelThis expansive rural estate may feel
like its in the depths of the countryside, but its actually less than an hour by car from London, in Chandlers Cross near Watford. The Grade II-listed Mansion wing has elegant suites inside. During the summer, the outdoor pool area doubles up as a beach club (with added sand), but the 300-acre grounds are equally enchanting in the winter. The Grove
which is a member of the Leading Hotels of the World collection has a championship golf course attached, along with an impressive spa dispensing excellent Bamford and Natura Biss treatments. There are several eating and drinking establishments to try, but for some of the best Indian food you'll ever eat, be sure to book a table at Madhus.BOOK
NOW Courtesy of the hotelSecluded in the hills of Skye, Kinloch Lodge has been one of the loveliest retreats in Scotland for half a century now. It was once the home of the Duke of Sutherland but has been a hotel in its current incarnation since 1972, when Lord Macdonald and his wife decided to create their dream place to stay. High on the agenda
were comfortable beds, attentive service and, of course, delicious local food. At the restaurant, guests can dine on Highland beef tartare, crab rarebit and Skye roe deer with brambles foraged from the surrounding woods.READ OUR REVIEW AND BOOKBOOK NOW Booking.comLisa JoynerDeputy Daily Editor, Country Living and House BeautifulLisa
Joyner is the Deputy Daily Editor at House Beautiful UK and Country Living UK, where she's busy writing about home and interiors, gardening, dog breeds, pets, health and wellbeing, countryside news, small space inspiration, and the hottest properties on the market. Previously, she has written for Conde Nast Traveller, House & Garden and Marie
Claire magazine. Lisa studied at University For The Creative Arts, where she completed a BA in Fashion Journalism. YouGov poll ranks the most and least attractive accents in the UKThere is something about a British accent abroad that people go crazy for. Seriously, in certain parts of the US our accent is like a currency and they dont really care if
youre from Norwich or Newcastle.But within the UK, were slightly more discerning (read: snobbish) in our preferences when it comes to accents that we find most attractive.According to a YouGov poll, the most attractive accent in the British Isles is Southern Irish think Michael Fassbender and Cillian Murphy.Following the beautiful Irish lilt in
popularity is Received Pronunciation as spoken by the Royal Family, Boris Johnson and documentary legend David Attenborough.At the other end of the scale, Brummie was voted as the least attractive accent sorry Adrien Chiles, Frank Skinner and Ozzy Osbourne.The Birmingham accent scored a -53 compared to Southern Irishs +42 in the results of
the survey.The top five most attractive accents are:1. Southern Irish 42 2. RP 31 3. Welsh 20 4. Yorkshire 15 5. West Country 13The five least attractive accents are:1. Brummie -53 2. Scouse -33 3. Mancunian -31 4. Cockney -30 5. Glaswegian -29Interestingly, people tend to like their own accent even if the rest of the country cant stand it. Londoners
scored Cockney accents at -16 while everyone else rated it as -30 while Glaswegians positively loved their native tongue, giving it +7 compared to the -29 score it got overall.According to YouGov, unearned features, such as accents, still have an impact on success, in employment, social life and elsewhere.Do you think your accent has held you back or
helped you out in life?
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