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James Rachels (1941-2003) was illustrious American morale philosopher and the most sold to the author of the textbook. The final chapter of his book, the problems of philosophy, explores the question of the meaning of life. Typically the question is, Rachels believes, from recognizing the clash between the subjective or personal point of view "from
which things matter ... and the objective or impersonal vision" from which they do not. As for the relationship between happiness and meaning, Rachel notes that happiness is not well correlated with wealth, but rather with personal control over the life of a lifetime, good relations with family and friends and satisfying work. In Rachels, happiness is
not found the happiness sought directly, but as a sub-product of intrinsic values such as autonomy, friendship and satisfactory work. Nevertheless, a happy life could still be meaningless because we die, and in times of reflection we can find our happiness changed by the thought of our annihilation. What attitude should we take towards our death? For
those who believe they don't die, death is good because you will always live in a future. For them death A ¢ &,— "I like to move to a better address. [I] But for those who believe that death is the end, death can be a good thing. What attitude should take these people to death ? Epicurus thought that death was the end but we should not fear him, since
we will not be nothing when we died and nothing can't harm. He thought that such an attitude would make him happier while I live. On the contrary, Rachels thinks that the Death is bad because it uses us, and puts an end to all the good things in life. Rachels, who wrote the book while he was dying of cancer, makes this point in a beautiful passage:
after I die, human history will continue, but I wouldn't have been part of it. I won't see more movies, don't read more books, don't make more friends and don't get more trips. If my wife survives me, she won't be with her. I won't know the children of my grandchildren. New inventions will appear e New s be taken Blankets on the universe, but never
known what they are. The new music will be composed, but I won it. Maybe we'll take contact with smart beings from other worlds, but I haven't heard. That's why I don't want to die and the epicurus argument is next to the point. Although death is bad, it does not necessarily make life without meaning, as the value of something is different from how
long. One thing can be valuable even if it is fleeting; or useless even if it lasts forever. So the fact that something ends not, alone, denies its value. There is still another reason that a happy life could be meaningless ... and that reason is that the universe can be indifferent. The land is just a granule in the inconceivable vastness of the universe, and a
human life but an instant of the immenseity of time. The universe does not seem to worry a lot for us. A way to avoid this problem is with a religious response - he states that the universe and a god take care of us. But how does this help, even if it's true? As is part of the plan of a God or a recipient of the love of a God, it gives the meaning of life. So it
is not clear how the posting of God gives the meaning of our life. Rachels suggest that if we add the notion of commitment to the above, we can see how religion provides a meaning to the lives of the credits. Believers voluntarily commit to various religious values and therefore obtain their meaning from those values. But while you can get the
meaning of religious values you can also take them from other things ... from an artistic, musical or academic result, for example. However, the religious answer has an advantage that these other ways to find the meaning do not do it; Takes It is not indifferent. The inconvenience of religious sight is that it assumes that religious history is true. If it is
not, then we are basing our life on a lie. lie. Even if life does not have meaning, particular lives can. We give our life meaning finding the things for which it is worth living. These differ among individuals, however most people agree that some things give life to which the meaning of life ... good personal relationships, achievements, knowledge, playful
activities, aesthetic enjoyment, physical pleasure and helping others. Can you still be that all this amounts nothing, that life doesn't make sense after all? From the lens, impartial view we can always be pursued by the suspicion that life does not make sense. The only answer is to explain why our list of good things is really good. This reasoning may not
show that our lives are A ¢ &4,— A "Setting to the universe, A ¢ 4,— 4" ¢ but will realize something similar. It will show that we have good objective reasons to live somehow than others. When we go out of our personal perspective and we consider humanity from an impersonal point of view, we still discover that human beings are the types of creatures
that can enjoy life better devoting to things like family and friends, work, music, Climbing in the mountains and everything else. It would be silly, then, for creatures like us lives in any other way. [II] A, summary - Happiness is not the same thing as meaning and is undermined by death. Death is bad, unless religious stories are not true, but those
stories are probably not true. So, while probably there is no objective meaning for life, there are good things in life. We should pursue those things that most people think that worth it - love, friendship, knowledge and everything else. [i] James Rachels,
problems of philosophy, 3a ed. (New York: McGraw-Hill, 2012), 169. [1I] Rachels, philosophy problems, 174-75. I liked it? Make a second to support Dr. John Messerly on Patreon! 1 Philosophy 100 (Ted Stolze) Notes on James Rachels, Philosophy Problems 2 Chapter Eleven: The Objectivity of Ethics Challenge 3 Thrasymachus in Socrates - [p] Eople
believes in law and wrong only because they are taught to obey the rules of Their society. These rules, however, are only human inventions. Thrasymachus added that the rules of a company will protect the interests of the most powerful members of the company. So when ordinary people think they need to "the right thing," "you are just playing ...
(pp. 139-40). 4 A topic for ethical relativism 1. Indifferent cultures have different moral codes. 2. Therefore, there is no one as the right and wrong goal. If the ethics is worried, the standards of the different societies are all that exists. 5 A second argument for ethical relativism 1. If we must be justified in saying that The practices of another society
seemed, then there must be some right and wrong standards, to which we can appeal. The standard to which appeal must be neutral culture. 2. But there are no moral neutral standards of culture. All The standards are related to some companies or anything else. 3. Therefore, we cannot be justified in saying that the practices of another company
seemed. 6 two cases of study for moral reflection: 1. Live under the drones: http: //www.youtube.com/watch?v=6YMOZVMGVHC&featur e = youtube gdata player 2. abandons the knife: www.youtube.com/watch?v=WonB6B6YF08 7 A Topic based on need for the objectivity of ethics (*¥) 1. All human beings have basic needs (for example, Food,
clothing, shelter and a stable climate). 2. These basic needs can be objectively identified and measured. 3. Whatever can be objectively identified and measured can provide a standard of the right and wrong culture. 4. If we must be justified in saying that the practices of another society seemed then, then there must be a certain standard of law and
wrong, to which we can appeal. 5. Therefore, we are justified in saying that the practices of another society seemed. (*) Not covered by Rachels 8 Another case studies: Rachel Wells 9 9 More arguments against ethical objectivity The subject disagreement The argument for lack of tests The metaphysical argument 10 The argument of disagreement
1.In ethics exists a widespread and persistent disagreement. 2. Best explanation of this situation is that there is no objective truth in ethics. 3.Therefore, it can conclude, at least temporarily, that there is no objective truth in ethics. 11 The topic from the lack of tests 1. If there was one thing as an objective truth about ethics, it should be possible to
show that ethical opinions are true. 2.But It is not possible to demonstrate an ethical opinion to be true. 3.Therefore, there is no such thing as the objective truth of ethics. 12 The metaphysics argument 1.There are objective truths in science because there is a physical reality ¢ worldA ¢ target that science describes. 2.But there is no moral reality
comparable to the reality of the physical world. There is nothing about A ¢ thereAA ¢ for ethics to describe. 3.Therefore, there are no objective truths in ethics. 13 A critical final of relativism: the evolution of the moral Primatologist Frans de Waal has identified the following basic features involved in the birth of morality by the Upa Fund: empathy
and pro-social consolation Trends Reciprocity and Fairness www.ted .com / interviews / frans de waal do animals have morals.html 14 twelve chapter: why should we be moral? 15 The Gige Ring Philosophical Point Thought Experiment GlauconA ¢ s: Immoral behavior can sometimes be at OneA ¢ s advantage (but it is not agreed Socrates / Plato).
So why should we worry about doing what is right? 16 Three reasons to be moral Religion Social contract utilitarianism 17 Two types of Divine-Command religious theory Awards Awards Virtue Theory 18 Objections to religious ethics Multiple traditions Multiple interpretations of sacred texts Religious texts can be interpreted in non-religious ways
(eg: The parable of a good Samaritana) 19 An ethic based on a moral social contract = A ¢ The set of rules that rational persons will agree to obey, for their mutual advantage, provided that others will obey them as Wella (P 158). 20 objections to the social contract problem of a ridersA ¢ free problem of people not self-sufficient problem of global
justice problem of other species 21 utilitarianism utility principle: A ¢ we must always do whatever will produce the most possible benefit for all those interested by ours ActionA ¢ (p. 160). 22 Objects to utilitarianism subverts conventional morality and the moral rules of objective impartiality is too demanding 23 Chapter Thirteen: the meaning of life
24 An experiment thought: the machine experiencing one suppose that there was a machine an experience that would give any Experience you want. Superduper neuropsychologists could stimulate your brain so you might think and feel you were writing a great novel, or make a friend, or reading an interesting book. All the time that would be floating
in a tank, with electrodes attached to the brain. In case of inserting in this machine for life, planning experiences your LifeA ¢ s? If you are worried about giving up desirable experiences, we can assume that commercial enterprises have fully studied the life of many others. You can choose from their great library or buffet of these experiences, the
selection of experiences your LifeA ¢ s for, let's say, in the next two years. After two years have passed, you will have minutes or ten ten out of the tub, to select the experiences of your next two years. Of course, while in the reservoir it won I know that youA ¢ king 1A—; YouA ¢ Ll Thinking It's all really happening. Others can also link to have
experiences they want, so thereAA ¢ s no need to be disconnected to serve them. The problems such as the maintenance of the machines if the candles all in.) You want plug in one (from Robert Nozick, Anarchy, State and Utopia, P 42. NY:. Boringhieri, 1974.)? 1974.)? The philosophical problem of death what attitude should we take towards death? Is
death something to fear? The fact that I will die to make my life without meaning? 26 Three religious arguments for a significant life God has a plan for us. We are the objects of God's love. Human life is a permanent characteristic of the universe: death is overcome. 27 Epicurus on life, death and happiness Epicurus (341 AC-270 BC) was an ancient
Greek materialist philosoper. It is said that he wrote over 300 works, but only a few fragments and letters have survived. For Epicurus, the purpose of philosophy was to achieve a happy, peaceful, self-sufficient life, where pain and fear has passed and is surrounded by friends. He taught that only pleasure and pain are the measures of what is good
and bad, that the soul is body, that death is the end of the body and the soul and should therefore not be afraid, that of non-rewarding nor to reward humans, which the universe is infinite and eternal, and that the events of the world are ultimately based on the movements and interactions of A ¢ 4,—~ A ¢ 4,— A ¢ &4,— "Move into the empty space or --
Void.A,A» Epicurus has often been attacked to promote the search for pleasure, but in reality he insisted on prudence with regard to physical desires. 28 Extract from Epicurus, A ¢ 4,— & "Letter a menoceeusA ¢ 4,— on the philosophy A ¢ 4,—~ A" Let no one postponed to study philosophy when you are young, nor when the old man gets tired of her
studio. Why nobody is It's too young or too far away his primary to reach the health of his soul. The man who claims that is not yet ready for philosophy or time He spent, it's like the man who says he is too young or too old for happiness. Therefore, we should study philosophy both in the youth and in old age, so that we, even if aged, could be young in
blessings through the pleasant memory of what was; And when young people we could even be old, because we wouldn't be afraid for what is in front of it. We must, therefore, pursue things that happen, seeing that when happiness is present, we have everything; But when it's absent, we do everything to own it. A »(All extracts come from the
essential epicurus, translated by Eugene OA ¢ 4,— A" ¢ Connor [Amherst, NY: Prometheus, 1993.) 29 Extract from Epicurus, A ¢ a,— "Letter to less" Death is A ¢ 4,— "accustomed to the conviction that death is nothing for us, since every good and evil find themselves in sensation. However, death is the deprivation of the feeling. Therefore, the correct
understanding that the death is nothing for us it makes a mortal life pleasant, not adding an intermediate of time but taking away the desire for immortality. Because there is nothing terrible in life for the man who really understood that there is no 'Nothing terrible in not living. Therefore, crazy is the man who says he fears death, not because he
causes pain when he arrives but because the anticipation of it is painful. What is not a Problem when it comes is an inactive concern. Death, therefore - the most terrible of the evils - is nothing for We, as we exist, death is not present, and every time death is present, we do not exist. It's nothing to live or the dead, since it doesn't exist for living, and
the dead are no longer more. A »Topic Epicurus - About Death 1. Something can be bad for you only if you exist. 2. When you're dead, don't exist. 3. Therefore, death cannot be bad for you. 31 Lucrizio (~ 99bce A ¢ 4,— "~ 55bce) on death A ¢ 4,—" Returning the age of the eternal past time, before being born, and we see that they were nothing for us,
nothing. This is the mirror nature keeps for us to show the face of time to come, when we finally died. There is this for us of horrible? Is there something sad? Is it no longer free from the care of any sleep? A, 4,— (from Lucrezio, on the nature of the universe, translated by Ronald Melville [New York: Oxford, 1997, Book III, Lines 972-977) 32 Lucretius
A "¢ Argoment 1. My situation first It was a kind of non-existence. 2.MY situation after death will also be a sort of non-existence. 3.Similar situations guarantees similar attitudes. 4. ThereFore, my situations before birth and after the death of the warrant similar attitudes. 5.MY situation before birth does not guarantee fear. 6.ThereFore, my situation
after death does not guarantee fear. 33 objections to lucrezio My situation after death is very different from what is before being born; Only in the first case are I really deprive some SomethingA ¢ as having had the stolen car (as opposed to not yet possess it). Fear is the future-direct; I can't fear something later he occurred ¢ you can be afraid of
failing an exam next week, but not having already failed an exam last week. We must fear both our situation before born and after we died. 34 EpicurusA ¢ s three requirements for a happy life Friends freedom / self-sufficiency Analyzed Life 35 The Ecology of British Happiness of Statistics Nic Marks has developed an objective and universal measure
for what he calls the Happy Planet Index: www.ted.com/ interviews / nic marks the happy planet index.ht ml 36 nic marks on five ways for well-being connected | Being ActiveA ¢ | Take notice ¢ | Keep Learning ¢ | GiveA ¢ | 37 Rachels on the nature of non-religious happiness people can have a significant life and be happy. Happiness is not a final
goal or state, but a process or activity. Felicity comes from the exercise of ordinary activities. activity .
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