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The bus made its way through the crowded streets of Chicago and soon the class could see the water of Lake Michigan. The teacher reminded everyone that Lake Michigan is one of the five Great Lakes. This is a series of question that goes with the previous reading passage. An example question would be: Sue was discovered in what state? This is a
series tasks that you will need a computer to complete. It is all related to the previous reading passage. Use the Internet to find a picture of Sue the dinosaur skeleton at the Field Museum in Chicago. One night at supper Jennifer announced, "I want to learn how to juggle. I brought home a book from the library that shows me how to start juggling." In
the first juggling lesson how many balls did Jennifer put on her head at one time? Some of these tasks will require that you physically perform them. You will also need to look inside yourself and answer questions such as: Have you ever quit an activity because you thought you werent good at it? Did you try again later and succeed? Tuttle was snug
inside his leathery egg. It was completely dark but he didn't care because he was warm and safe in a nest in the sand. His mother had left Tuttle and his brothers and sisters hidden inside the nest. Answer questions that go with the previous series of worksheets. When the safest time for baby turtles to hatch? A green sea turtle can stay submerged
under the water for up to five hours. If a green sea turtle gets air at 11 a.m. at what is the latest time will it need to get air again? Friday night Christy started to get her outfit ready for the next day's event. She pressed her long-sleeve Western shirt and jeans. She checked the snaps on the sleeves of her shirt. Answer a selection of questions that
relates to the previous reading passage. What kind of competition were Christy and Trixie in? These activities relate to the previous reading passage. Last year's champion enters the arena at a gallop. What are the different gaits of a horse? The bell rang and science class was over for the day. A couple of the kids stopped and asked Mr. Ramone if the
class could take a field trip to the aquarium at the end of the school year. This and the next worksheet go right along with the previous reading worksheet passage. An example of a solid question in this section is: What was special about the shark tank? Who else in the classroom had visited the aquarium? We provide you with pictures of a series of
sea creatures. Using what you have read, name each of them. Cousins Eddie and Emily couldn't believe their ears. Grandma Jordan was never afraid of anything. Why, they had heard her stories of driving her old hot rod Dodge Charger, bright metallic blue with a white top, way back when. These questions apply to the previous reading worksheet.
Where will Grandma Jordan take Eddie and Emily after they have their shots? Answer a series of questions and complete tasks that are related to what you have read. Why do kids need to have immunization shots in order to attend school? Seventeen year-old Becky Robinson was nervous about her job interview. She had never been more than five
miles from her home and here she was in the small village of Brookline, Massachusetts, twenty-four miles from her home. As you can tell from the reading passage, teaching has changed a good bit since that time. What skill was important to the committee that hired the new teacher? Locate pictures of old documents like the Declaration of
Independence. Compare the handwriting on these documents with the handwriting of today. This is quick biography of the legendary illustrator. Norman let his imagination flow with the stories. He could see the characters of the novels in his mind as he was engrossed in the stories. You will answer a series of questions based on the reading passage.
At school the kids used what name did the kids call Norman Rockwell? This is a sheet that you can complete as an entire class. Have a class discussion about why you shouldn't call other kids names or tease them. Talk about how Norman Rockwell felt when other kids did not treat him well because of how he looked or what he wore. In 1960
segregation was practiced, especially in the southern states. One part of segregation was that white children attended school together and black children attended their own schools. This is a series of questions that goes with the previous reading worksheet. Who helped Ruby every day in and out of school? A series of questions that goes with your
previous reading passage. Why did the angry mob protest that Ruby was going to the school she was attending? There was no question about it, Sven was the best fiddler in the county and everyone loved to hear him play. He lived alone in the deep Minnesota woods and occasionally came to town. We ask you a series of questions that goes with the
previous reading passage. An example would be: Where does this story take place? This story is a version of an American folk tale. Explain what a folk tale is. If you don't know, look up the answer. This passage is an exercept from a classic work of Holbrooke. It is a single passage and a selection of questions. Such as: what can make love depart if it
possesses the soul? What do you think the word counterpane means? This quick reading worksheet will keep your students pretty busy and then have them answer 3 questions and a bonus. Read the passage and then answer questions such as: Why did the gods turn Narcissus into a flower? This reading selection comes from "Round the World in Myth
and Song" by Florence Holbrooke. We dive in and there is a series of questions that follow below. The questions and reading section you will find here flows with previous reading passage. Where do Leda and the Swan appear in this story? A reading passage from a Frost poem. Consider the final lines of the poem. There are two "displays of mind" in
this poem. What are they? What does message does the poet convey - explicitly and implicitly - in the final lines of the poem? Did Marty do the right thing when he made the deal with Judd? Why or why not? A template for journaling a work of fiction. A passage that covers a wide range of history. What did the Vikings invent, and how did it give them
an advantage over other civilizations? Why are day and night not equally divided into 12 hours each? Before the growth of what we call "civilization," people lived in small villages, and fed themselves by hunting and gathering. this reading passage explores this time in history. We answer a series of problems. What are two ways that the rise of
civilization changed human societies? This reading passage explores a well known piece from Baldwin. This is a long reading passage this the work continued. These questions are based on the first two pages of reading. What does Arion ask the captain and the sailors to do? A story of the rich man Xanthus that is thought to be an inspirational story.
Why does Aesop choose the largest bundle? Why does this turn out to be the wise choice? This reading passage just makes sense to explore in the 4th grade. What is the leading cause of death for people aged 11 to 27? This is an interesting reading passage that explores some recent science. Researchers in Denmark recently tracked two humpback
whale mothers and eight baby calves to figure out how the babies signal hunger. Questions that go with the previous worksheet. Example: Why is the journey back with their mothers dangerous for the calves? A fable is a short story that teaches a lesson. Read each fable. What lesson is it teaching? Write your answer on the line. Includes: The Mouse
and the Bull, The Fox and the Grapes. The 4th grade is a good time for kids to learn slightly complex concepts. By this time, they have developed a sense of the schooling system. They also have essential alphabetical knowledge. As a teacher, it is vital to work on the reading comprehension part of the 4th graders. There are many ways to improve
students' comprehension in the 4th grade. While some instructors use traditional methods of improving students' reading skills, others use fun activities to achieve the goal. The strong readers seem to breeze through most of school while the struggling readers seem to be stuck in mud with their learning. This is why we encourage all 4th grade
teachers to model a consistent self-reading program with students. What we mean by this is to share with your class what you are reading as an adult. At this level students as quietly searching for a role model and what better role model than their teacher. What I do is every Monday I set aside five minutes to explain to students what I read over the
weekend. I ask students to make predictions on where the stories I am reading are going and we review their predictions the following Monday. Which ever student guesses correctly, I give them a sugar-free lollipop. This is pretty effective for getting students engaged. Reading Comprehension Activities for 4th Graders Dice Rolling GamesOne of the
most exciting reading comprehension activities for 4th graders is dice rolling games. You will need a set of a few dice to conduct this activity. By assigning different questions about a specific topic to each number on the dice, you can ask your students to roll it turn by turn. As soon as the dice rolls up a number, the student will have to read and
answer the question associated with that number. This game will engage them to play and improve their comprehension. Build Things to Explain 4th graders love to be experimental. You can use their ability to improve their reading and understanding. As a teacher, you can ask each of your students to build structures of their choice using building
blocks, paper cups, paper clips, or color markers. Once done, you can ask them to explain to everyone about their structure. If you want the kids to learn about a specific topic, you may assign them relevant structures to build and present to the class. By engaging in the activity, the 4th graders can learn to comprehend different concepts using their
ideas. Color-Coding Games Color-coding can help students differentiate between different terms and their uses in a passage. By highlighting words and phrases with unique colors, you can help your students to familiarize the meanings and types of words used in a course. This activity is an excellent fit for teaching the use of language. You can assign
colors to different meanings (positive or negative). For example, by highlighting a word with red color, you may help your students identify it as an item's negative feature. Cheeseburger Reports Cheeseburger reports are effective for independent learning and organizational comprehension. Students can arrange relevant information into designated
spaces by drawing them in a cheeseburger format in this activity. You may identify mandatory and optional parts to add to the report as preferred. For example, 4th graders can place the story's title in the top bun, the characters of the story in the layer below it, followed by the additional details (chronologically) placed in the chees slice and lower
bun. Flip Notes The flip notes activity can be as creative as you want it to be. You can create colored pieces of small notes and place them randomly in the students' books. Each student can flip open the book to find a message with a question relevant to the subject. You can ask the 4th graders to state the answers based on their knowledge. To
improve their comprehension time, you can also use a clock timer for each student to answer the question in time. Summing Up There are many ways to improve the reading comprehension of 4th graders. While this may be correct, it is essential to understand the strengths and weaknesses of students before engaging them in the activities. If you are
a mother teaching your kids at home, you can find multiple fun activities on the internet to get started. Reading Teacher Having your students be engaged in literary activities is a great way to get them excited about reading and answering questions. 4th grade students will enjoy creating or responding to these activities listed below. These projects
can be altered depending on the questions you are working with, the books they are currently reading or the context you are hoping to use them in. Using the same tools consistently will give the students an idea about what questions to expect, which always makes students more comfortable. You can more components to most of these activities or
you can simplify them by eliminating certain sections. Using this fun and engaging activity will bring learning to life at a 4th grade level. You can also encourage your students to speak in full sentences by referring to these sentence stems. This activity can be done after a read-aloud. Learn More: The Thrifty SLP All that is required for this activity is a
few dice. Students can work individually, in pairs, or in large groups to discuss different elements of the short story or book they are reading. Your 4th grade students will feel like they are playing a board game while they are learning. Learn More: Apple For The Teach Simply cutting and pasting or drawing symbols directly onto these cups is a
comprehension activity that makes use of images to prompt retelling. Students could design and create their own stack or you can have a class set. Alternatively, this activity would be effective with small groups as well. Learn More: Teach Outside The Box This reading comprehension activity is easy to customize. You can change up the color codes of
the beads if you do not have these on hand or students can make a necklace instead of a bracelet, depending on their preferences. They can take it home or keep it at school. Learn More: Growing Book By Book Add these fun key-ring tools to your next book talk session. This aid will even be handy with 3rd grade kids or even older students. The
students will answer questions based on the prompt they flip to. Each student could have their own copy or you could make only one. Learn More: Teacher Stakeout This idea is a fun spin and variation on an old favorite game that provokes nostalgia with many young students. They will begin by picking a color and then, the activity expands to having
them answer multiple-choice and extended-response questions. Answering these questions is an essential skill. Learn More: Classroom Game Nook Students can create their own yellow brick road stones to discuss different components of a story, which is an essential skill or they can work on their inferencing skills. 1st graders, 2nd graders, and even
5th graders will understand the movie references hidden inside this game. Learn More: Just Cara Carroll One of the benefits of this activity is that the teacher can decide if they want students to add additional content by adding more condiments to their cheeseburger. Students can write in simple complete sentences, complex sentences, or point
form. Learn More: Unique Teaching Resources Making predictions, using text clues, and making inferences based on the given information in a text are lifelong skills that students must master. Having them create this visual craft will assist them in writing down their thoughts and allow them to be creative with their project designs. Learn More:
Raise The Bar Reading Having students answer questions about the who, what, where, when, why, and how of a story is a reading skill that needs to be developed. Having them create and design this craft will make sure they dont forget to answer any of these important questions when asked. Learn More: Raise The Bar Reading Fourth graders
absolutely love acronyms. To be honest, when Im teaching I sometimes still reference acronyms I was taught in elementary school. Using the IDEAS acronym to teach context clues can help readers to decipher different meanings throughout passages. Learn More: Stellar Teacher Close readings are essential to a classroom thats trying to really use all
of the different reading strategies. There are so many insightful and interesting reading passages available, meaning that your students will be excited about close readings. Pro tip: These can be done collaboratively to enhance reading fluency and understanding. Learn More: Demco Ideas Exit tickets are great because they can literally be tailored to
almost anything youre teaching. They also act as an informal assessment and being used as anexit to leave the classroom can be helpful in pushing kiddos to get them done. Learn More: Primary Possibilities Having a Think, Mark, Chart anchor chart in the classroom can be very beneficial to readers of all levels. Create this chart together at the
beginning of the year and keep it up all year! If students have questions during reading, its important to redirect their attention back to the chart and explain youll go through the passage together after. Pro tip: Make this into small sheets of paper that students can keep on their desks or in their reading notebooks. Learn More: Just a Primary Girl
Summarizing is so important for developing strong readers. When summarizing, teachers are getting students to break down what they read into smaller, more comprehensible pieces. In some cases, students will begin to automatically do this as they read, making their comprehension abilities much stronger. Learn More: Mrs. Capulongs Classroom
Reading comprehension activities arent only helpful to students, but also helpful to teachers. If youre new to fourth grade, youve noticed the intensity that the reading standards hold. Making it more important to have a complete understanding of them before being able to teach reading successfully. Learn More: LiteracyTA My students absolutely
love making flip books! Hidden inside these coloring pages are vocabulary words, figurative language, or really any skill your heart desires that students will reference time and time again. Pro tip: Have students create their very own flipbooks with this video. Learn More: Teacher Thrive Introduce or remind students about the main idea and details
with this super simple web activity. Students will be hooked on how easy it is to decipher between the main ideas and the details and excited for whatever lesson you have planned next! Learn More: La Bailey In grade 4, reading levels vary across the board. In some cases, readers are very advanced and above reading level, while on the other hand,
some readers are quite far below the average fourth-grade reading level. Making sure that students know and understand their levels will help the child with comprehension. Learn More: Scholastic Teaching and helping students to integrate core comprehension skills into their daily reading should be top of the list. Using these little mini books that
are filled with comprehension strategies, will help students to have a reference point when they are stuck or unsure. Not only fostering daily comprehension, but also independence. Learn More: Teacher Thrive Creating a story map will literally provide students with a visual of the story elements. This visual will help students to build background
knowledge that is an essential tool in retelling the story. Learn More: Two Apples a Day Across grade levels, it is essential that students fully understand what the purpose of reading is. At the 4th-grade level, students are beginning to pertain a deeper understanding of what theyre learning. An activity with this anchor chart can be a great way to
really foster the total knowledge and understanding of reading. Learn More: Teaching with Terhune Turn Jenga into the perfect classroom version, good for a variety of subjects. Honestly, Jenga is one of the best games to integrate into your classroom. Whether youre focusing on story retelling, vocabulary terms, spelling words, or comprehension
topics, you cant go wrong with this purchase. Pro tip: Write the questions or tasks on a piece of paper and tape them to the blocks. Learn More: Amazon If youve heard of Heads Up, then you can imagine why this would be so much fun for 4th graders. Get rid of that boring old vocabulary worksheet and allow students to learn through play! You can
simply write the vocabulary words on an index card and have them hold the cards up to their heads while other students act it out! Learn More: Warner Bros. International Enterprises Youtube short stories are great for developing so many different reading skills. One of the best parts of this comprehension activity is hearing different voices and
accents. Varying accents and voices will help students to be able to work with different listening skills. Learn More: Making English Fun Sight words only get more difficult as students get older, but they never lose their importance. For effective reading comprehension, students should have strong fluency skills. Working on 4th grade sight words can
help to build those. Whether you use this as a whole class activity or in small centers, it is sure to help students with their sight word fluency! Learn More: Teacher Calai Are you looking for stories that are great for 4th grade? Maybe an entire playlist for that matter? Read Alouds are extremely important for blossoming readers. This comprehension
bundle can be used to simply enhance fluency or paired with a comprehension worksheet. Learn More: YouTube Making connections helps students to really delve deep and put meaning to the words theyre reading. This video will give students an overview of different strategies in order to make connections. Learn More: Education Galaxy Riddles
help students to think more in-depth about what theyre hearing or reading. Sometimes a simple Youtube video like this can spark kids to put on their thinking caps and be ready for a comprehension article or some graphic organizers. Learn More: Mango Kids Creating a game show or matching games through Wordwall can be a great way to motivate
your kiddos to want to read and have a deeper understanding of what they read. Whether you allow students to create their own game shows are you create them, theyll always look forward to it! Learn More: Worldwall Creating a comprehension video lesson is super simple and could be very beneficial without your kids even knowing! You can use
Edpuzzle to create a video, including any of your own or sourced material online, and add questions or prompts. The best part is, if your kids want to keep watching, theyll need to answer the questions to move on! Learn More: YouTube Instead of printable worksheets this year in your centers, try out reading comprehension cubes! Students will love
the hands-on rolling of these dice and love working collaboratively even more! Either have students record their answers in notebooks or aloud to each other. Learn More: To Elementary and Beyond Providing students with a variety of different response options is defiantly a go-to comprehension activity. This not only provides students with choices
but also helps them to be more confident in effective reading comprehension. Learn More: Ashleigh Education Journey Book clubs provide students with a place to hold discussions and comfortably ask and answer questions about a book theyre reading! Providing students with book club talking points can help students to ask important
comprehension questions collaboratively. Learn More: Falling in Love with 4th Poetry is a way to teach comprehension through short and often complex sentences. These sentences help students to build awareness around the many meanings found. A poetry book can go along with your poetry unit in fourth grade! Students will love decorating and
creating these masterpieces. Becoming inference detectives is a great way to help students learn how to make inferences and draw conclusions! These activities are packed with so much fun and students will absolutely love solving them. Dont worry they all come equipped with an answer key to help save teachers prep time! Learn More: Ashleigh
Education Journey A fourth-grade classroom is essential for reading comprehension and fluency. Having reading quotes around the room is one of the best ways to incline to students build a love for reading. One fun activity that my students love is creating posters of reading quotes! If we have some free time, I allow reading groups to choose a quote
and create a poster. Learn More: The Teacher Next Door Giving students different devices that will motivate them to read is a great way to really spice up their comprehension and fluency. These punch cards are super simple and can be so motivating to students and parents. Having tools for students to access will allow them to visualize and better
understand the story or book they are working with in your class. You can either create these resources yourself and make one copy of your entire class to use or you can have students work with their hands to design their own copy of these crafts that they can always keep with them to refer back to when you tell them to or when they feel they need
to. Giving your students the opportunity to access these supports will build them for success and give them ownership of their learning.By the time students reach the fourth grade, they have mastered the basics of phonics and decoding and are starting to dig deeper into understanding what theyre reading. Its a great time to introduce learning
strategies that will help them be lifelong readers. Here are a dozen ways to boost fourth grade reading comprehension.1. Color-code your thinkingTaking notes and highlighting reading passages with color can help students differentiate, retain, and transfer knowledge as well as pay attention to critical information for meaningful learning. Teach your
students to use colors to highlight passages as they read to help them identify features such as main idea, details and vocabulary words. Or use different colors to mark different sections of a graphic organizer.Learn more: Think, Grow, Giggle2. Try think-aloudsAnother way to improve fourth grade comprehension is through think-alouds. While
reading a text to students, share the questions and answers that are going through your mind. For example, How does the story make you feel?Learn more: The Balanced Literacy Diet3. Watch a story-elements rap videoYou know how they say setting learning to music helps improve retention? Well, with this story-elements rap video, kids will find
themselves chanting the chorus long after they watch it. And if raps not your thing, check out this list of Our Favorite YouTube Videos for Teaching Story Elements.[contextly auto sidebar]4. Play a round of reading comprehension JengaWho doesnt love a rousing game of Jenga? The careful strategy in picking just the right block the rush of
successfully pulling out a block the loud crash of the whole tower tumbling down! This classroom version is not only a blast, it helps boost reading comprehension skills. Score a used Jenga set at a garage sale or thrift store, then download this huge collection of fiction and nonfiction reading comprehension questions from Elementary
Assessments.Learn more: Remedia Publications5. Beef up vocabulary skillsThe more words a student knows, the greater their access to complex reading passages. Practice vocabulary skills in a fun way with these 20 Meaningful Vocabulary Activities. Draw vocabulary Sketchnotes, play Vocabulary Jeopardy, join the Million Dollar Word Club, and
more.6. Practice using context cluesImage source: Crafting Connectionslt is vitally important for all students to be able to use context clues to determine the definitions of unknown words. This poster and lesson plan from Crafting Connections will give your students the strategies they need to be a word detective.7. Find creative ways to respond to
readingImage source: An Educators LifeGone are the days of the dreaded, old-fashioned, stand-in-front-of-the-class and read your boring book report. How about making a mint-tin book report? Or a book report cake? Or a mobile made from a clothes hanger or a paper bag book report? These are just a few of the Creative Ways Kids Can Respond to
Books weve rounded up to get your students excited about reading.8. Learn about close-reading strategiesImage source: D Lu on PinterestClose reading is defined as an intensive analysis of a text in order to come to terms with what it says, how it says it, and what it means. And research shows that teaching students how to close-read helps them
become better readers. The trick is spicing it up so that students apply close-reading skills without getting bored. Here are Innovative Teacher Ideas for Teaching Close Reading.9. Create anchor charts togetherFrom marking a text to visualizing to understanding a characters journey, weve got the fourth grade reading comprehension anchor charts
for you! Choose from dozens of colorful samples for you to build along with your students during direct instruction time.10. Introduce figurative languagelmage source: YourDictionary.comFigurative languagethings like metaphors, similes, and onomatopoeiamake reading more colorful and interesting. Understanding figurative language is a complex
literacy skill that will stretch your students understanding. Center your lessons around these fantastic figurative language anchor charts.11. Focus on themelmage source: Upper Elementary SnapshotsTo fully explore theme, students must be able to understand what they read and then extract ideas from the text. Here are essential tips for teaching
theme in language arts.12. Read between the linesLearning to make inferences is a key literacy skill and something all good readers do. When students pause while they are reading to ask questions and make connections, it strengthens their comprehension.For more on this topic, visit Teaching With a Mountain View.Looking for more ways to
encourage fourth grade reading comprehension? Check out our list of 60 of the Best Books for 4th Grade.Plus, get all the latest teaching tips and tricks by signing up for our newsletters!By the time students reach the fourth grade, they have mastered the basics of phonics and decoding and are starting to dig deeper into understanding what theyre
reading. Its a great time to introduce learning strategies that will help them be lifelong readers. Here are a dozen ways to boost fourth grade reading comprehension.1. Color-code your thinkingTaking notes and highlighting reading passages with color can help students differentiate, retain, and transfer knowledge as well as pay attention to critical
information for meaningful learning. Teach your students to use colors to highlight passages as they read to help them identify features such as main idea, details and vocabulary words. Or use different colors to mark different sections of a graphic organizer.Learn more: Think, Grow, Giggle2. Try think-aloudsAnother way to improve fourth grade
comprehension is through think-alouds. While reading a text to students, share the questions and answers that are going through your mind. For example, How does the story make you feel?Learn more: The Balanced Literacy Diet3. Watch a story-elements rap videoYou know how they say setting learning to music helps improve retention? Well, with
this story-elements rap video, kids will find themselves chanting the chorus long after they watch it. And if raps not your thing, check out this list of Our Favorite YouTube Videos for Teaching Story Elements.[contextly auto sidebar]4. Play a round of reading comprehension JengaWho doesnt love a rousing game of Jenga? The careful strategy in
picking just the right block the rush of successfully pulling out a block the loud crash of the whole tower tumbling down! This classroom version is not only a blast, it helps boost reading comprehension skills. Score a used Jenga set at a garage sale or thrift store, then download this huge collection of fiction and nonfiction reading comprehension
questions from Elementary Assessments.Learn more: Remedia Publications5. Beef up vocabulary skillsThe more words a student knows, the greater their access to complex reading passages. Practice vocabulary skills in a fun way with these 20 Meaningful Vocabulary Activities. Draw vocabulary Sketchnotes, play Vocabulary Jeopardy, join the Million
Dollar Word Club, and more.6. Practice using context cluesImage source: Crafting Connectionslt is vitally important for all students to be able to use context clues to determine the definitions of unknown words. This poster and lesson plan from Crafting Connections will give your students the strategies they need to be a word detective.7. Find
creative ways to respond to readingIlmage source: An Educators LifeGone are the days of the dreaded, old-fashioned, stand-in-front-of-the-class and read your boring book report. How about making a mint-tin book report? Or a book report cake? Or a mobile made from a clothes hanger or a paper bag book report? These are just a few of the Creative
Ways Kids Can Respond to Books weve rounded up to get your students excited about reading.8. Learn about close-reading strategiesImage source: D Lu on PinterestClose reading is defined as an intensive analysis of a text in order to come to terms with what it says, how it says it, and what it means. And research shows that teaching students how
to close-read helps them become better readers. The trick is spicing it up so that students apply close-reading skills without getting bored. Here are Innovative Teacher Ideas for Teaching Close Reading.9. Create anchor charts togetherFrom marking a text to visualizing to understanding a characters journey, weve got the fourth grade reading
comprehension anchor charts for you! Choose from dozens of colorful samples for you to build along with your students during direct instruction time.10. Introduce figurative languageImage source: YourDictionary.comFigurative languagethings like metaphors, similes, and onomatopoeiamake reading more colorful and interesting. Understanding
figurative language is a complex literacy skill that will stretch your students understanding. Center your lessons around these fantastic figurative language anchor charts.11. Focus on themelmage source: Upper Elementary SnapshotsTo fully explore theme, students must be able to understand what they read and then extract ideas from the text.
Here are essential tips for teaching theme in language arts.12. Read between the linesLearning to make inferences is a key literacy skill and something all good readers do. When students pause while they are reading to ask questions and make connections, it strengthens their comprehension.For more on this topic, visit Teaching With a Mountain
View.Looking for more ways to encourage fourth grade reading comprehension? Check out our list of 60 of the Best Books for 4th Grade.Plus, get all the latest teaching tips and tricks by signing up for our newsletters!By the time students reach the fourth grade, they have mastered the basics of phonics and decoding and are starting to dig deeper
into understanding what theyre reading. Its a great time to introduce learning strategies that will help them be lifelong readers. Here are a dozen ways to boost fourth grade reading comprehension.1. Color-code your thinkingTaking notes and highlighting reading passages with color can help students differentiate, retain, and transfer knowledge as
well as pay attention to critical information for meaningful learning. Teach your students to use colors to highlight passages as they read to help them identify features such as main idea, details and vocabulary words. Or use different colors to mark different sections of a graphic organizer.Learn more: Think, Grow, Giggle2. Try think-aloudsAnother
way to improve fourth grade comprehension is through think-alouds. While reading a text to students, share the questions and answers that are going through your mind. For example, How does the story make you feel?Learn more: The Balanced Literacy Diet3. Watch a story-elements rap videoYou know how they say setting learning to music helps
improve retention? Well, with this story-elements rap video, kids will find themselves chanting the chorus long after they watch it. And if raps not your thing, check out this list of Our Favorite YouTube Videos for Teaching Story Elements.[contextly auto sidebar]4. Play a round of reading comprehension JengaWho doesnt love a rousing game of
Jenga? The careful strategy in picking just the right block the rush of successfully pulling out a block the loud crash of the whole tower tumbling down! This classroom version is not only a blast, it helps boost reading comprehension skills. Score a used Jenga set at a garage sale or thrift store, then download this huge collection of fiction and
nonfiction reading comprehension questions from Elementary Assessments.Learn more: Remedia Publications5. Beef up vocabulary skillsThe more words a student knows, the greater their access to complex reading passages. Practice vocabulary skills in a fun way with these 20 Meaningful Vocabulary Activities. Draw vocabulary Sketchnotes, play
Vocabulary Jeopardy, join the Million Dollar Word Club, and more.6. Practice using context cluesImage source: Crafting Connectionslt is vitally important for all students to be able to use context clues to determine the definitions of unknown words. This poster and lesson plan from Crafting Connections will give your students the strategies they need
to be a word detective.7. Find creative ways to respond to readingImage source: An Educators LifeGone are the days of the dreaded, old-fashioned, stand-in-front-of-the-class and read your boring book report. How about making a mint-tin book report? Or a book report cake? Or a mobile made from a clothes hanger or a paper bag book report? These
are just a few of the Creative Ways Kids Can Respond to Books weve rounded up to get your students excited about reading.8. Learn about close-reading strategiesImage source: D Lu on PinterestClose reading is defined as an intensive analysis of a text in order to come to terms with what it says, how it says it, and what it means. And research shows
that teaching students how to close-read helps them become better readers. The trick is spicing it up so that students apply close-reading skills without getting bored. Here are Innovative Teacher Ideas for Teaching Close Reading.9. Create anchor charts togetherFrom marking a text to visualizing to understanding a characters journey, weve got the
fourth grade reading comprehension anchor charts for you! Choose from dozens of colorful samples for you to build along with your students during direct instruction time.10. Introduce figurative languagelmage source: YourDictionary.comFigurative languagethings like metaphors, similes, and onomatopoeiamake reading more colorful and
interesting. Understanding figurative language is a complex literacy skill that will stretch your students understanding. Center your lessons around these fantastic figurative language anchor charts.11. Focus on themeImage source: Upper Elementary SnapshotsTo fully explore theme, students must be able to understand what they read and then
extract ideas from the text. Here are essential tips for teaching theme in language arts.12. Read between the linesLearning to make inferences is a key literacy skill and something all good readers do. When students pause while they are reading to ask questions and make connections, it strengthens their comprehension.For more on this topic, visit
Teaching With a Mountain View.Looking for more ways to encourage fourth grade reading comprehension? Check out our list of 60 of the Best Books for 4th Grade.Plus, get all the latest teaching tips and tricks by signing up for our newsletters!By the time students reach the fourth grade, they have mastered the basics of phonics and decoding and
are starting to dig deeper into understanding what theyre reading. Its a great time to introduce learning strategies that will help them be lifelong readers. Here are a dozen ways to boost fourth grade reading comprehension.1. Color-code your thinkingTaking notes and highlighting reading passages with color can help students differentiate, retain,
and transfer knowledge as well as pay attention to critical information for meaningful learning. Teach your students to use colors to highlight passages as they read to help them identify features such as main idea, details and vocabulary words. Or use different colors to mark different sections of a graphic organizer.Learn more: Think, Grow, Giggle2.
Try think-aloudsAnother way to improve fourth grade comprehension is through think-alouds. While reading a text to students, share the questions and answers that are going through your mind. For example, How does the story make you feel?Learn more: The Balanced Literacy Diet3. Watch a story-elements rap videoYou know how they say setting
learning to music helps improve retention? Well, with this story-elements rap video, kids will find themselves chanting the chorus long after they watch it. And if raps not your thing, check out this list of Our Favorite YouTube Videos for Teaching Story Elements.[contextly auto sidebar]4. Play a round of reading comprehension JengaWho doesnt love a
rousing game of Jenga? The careful strategy in picking just the right block the rush of successfully pulling out a block the loud crash of the whole tower tumbling down! This classroom version is not only a blast, it helps boost reading comprehension skills. Score a used Jenga set at a garage sale or thrift store, then download this huge collection of
fiction and nonfiction reading comprehension questions from Elementary Assessments.Learn more: Remedia Publications5. Beef up vocabulary skillsThe more words a student knows, the greater their access to complex reading passages. Practice vocabulary skills in a fun way with these 20 Meaningful Vocabulary Activities. Draw vocabulary
Sketchnotes, play Vocabulary Jeopardy, join the Million Dollar Word Club, and more.6. Practice using context cluesImage source: Crafting Connectionslt is vitally important for all students to be able to use context clues to determine the definitions of unknown words. This poster and lesson plan from Crafting Connections will give your students the
strategies they need to be a word detective.7. Find creative ways to respond to readingIlmage source: An Educators LifeGone are the days of the dreaded, old-fashioned, stand-in-front-of-the-class and read your boring book report. How about making a mint-tin book report? Or a book report cake? Or a mobile made from a clothes hanger or a paper bag
book report? These are just a few of the Creative Ways Kids Can Respond to Books weve rounded up to get your students excited about reading.8. Learn about close-reading strategiesImage source: D Lu on PinterestClose reading is defined as an intensive analysis of a text in order to come to terms with what it says, how it says it, and what it means.
And research shows that teaching students how to close-read helps them become better readers. The trick is spicing it up so that students apply close-reading skills without getting bored. Here are Innovative Teacher Ideas for Teaching Close Reading.9. Create anchor charts togetherFrom marking a text to visualizing to understanding a characters
journey, weve got the fourth grade reading comprehension anchor charts for you! Choose from dozens of colorful samples for you to build along with your students during direct instruction time.10. Introduce figurative languagelmage source: YourDictionary.comFigurative languagethings like metaphors, similes, and onomatopoeiamake reading more
colorful and interesting. Understanding figurative language is a complex literacy skill that will stretch your students understanding. Center your lessons around these fantastic figurative language anchor charts.11. Focus on themelmage source: Upper Elementary SnapshotsTo fully explore theme, students must be able to understand what they read
and then extract ideas from the text. Here are essential tips for teaching theme in language arts.12. Read between the linesLearning to make inferences is a key literacy skill and something all good readers do. When students pause while they are reading to ask questions and make connections, it strengthens their comprehension.For more on this
topic, visit Teaching With a Mountain View.Looking for more ways to encourage fourth grade reading comprehension? Check out our list of 60 of the Best Books for 4th Grade.Plus, get all the latest teaching tips and tricks by signing up for our newsletters! Comprehension is the goal of reading. If students dont understand what they read, well,
reading is a meaningless activity. The good news: Reading comprehension can be taught, practiced, and mastered.As students become readers, you can teach strategies that students can learn and add to their toolbox. Think about reading comprehension as a combination of skills. Students need to get the words off the page (fluency, word reading)
and understand the language they are reading (language structure, knowledge, vocabulary, and reasoning). If a student does not have strong language comprehension skills in particular, they wont understand what they read, even if their fluency and word reading is strong. Reading comprehension strategies focus on building students language
comprehension and teach them how to tackle text when they dont understand. We Are Teachers Scarboroughs Reading Rope is a way to visualize the skills that go into reading. The top five skills (background knowledge, vocabulary, language structure, verbal reasoning, and literacy knowledge) become more strategic over time as students learn how
to apply strategies to different kinds of text. The bottom three skills (phonological awareness, decoding, and sight recognition) become more automatic as students master each skill. Learn more: What Is Reading Comprehension? Here are our favorite reading comprehension strategies to help students develop and strengthen their reading
comprehension. Reading comprehension starts before students open a book. Teach students to set a purpose for reading, weather thats to enjoy a story or to answer a specific question. Having a purpose helps students focus on the most important information and sift out less important details. We Are Teachers Graphic organizers are a tried-and-true
strategy. Students can use an organizer that aligns with the text they are reading. So, if they are reading a nonfiction article about an event, they may use a sequencing graphic organizer. If they are reading a section of a textbook, they may use a main idea and detail graphic organizer.The key is to teach students the types of graphic organizers that
exist, the type of text each is used for, and how to use each one during reading. Try it: Free Printable Reading Comprehension Graphic Organizers We Are Teachers The more knowledge students have about a topic, the more they will understand. Prior knowledge includes information about a topic (sharks, weather) and information about how text
works (anticipating that the first chapter of a novel will include information about the main character, setting, and problem). Its not about teaching students all the facts, but teaching them how to reflect on what they know before they read. If they know a lot, they can dive in. If they dont know much, they may want to preview the text for key words
and images to build some background knowledge. Learn more: What Is Background Knowledge? We Are Teachers Making predictions or inferences involves combining multiple pieces of information to either predict or think about what will happen next, or to infer meaning thats not stated in the text. Teach students to make predictions with a graphic
organizer that prompts them to combine information from the text with their own ideas and thinking to predict or infer. Try it: Free Printables: Predictions and Inferences Questioning is another proven reading comprehension strategy. When we can ask and answer questions as we read, it means were thinking about what we read. Teach students how
to question by modeling with a think-aloud. Then, have students jot questions on sticky notes as they read and return to their questions to answer them as they read to build comprehension. Learn more: Improving Reading Comprehension With Think-Alouds We Are Teachers When students can summarize text, theyve grasped the main points and are
able to retell what they learned. One great way to summarize is a book talk, where students summarize a book and try to convince others to read it (or not). Another way to support summarizing for fiction text is with a graphic organizer that helps them retell: Somebody wanted but so then. For nonfiction, use a main idea and details graphic organizer.
Try it: Free Summarizing Graphic Organizers When authors write, they create images and scenes. Even in nonfiction, authors create scenes that we can imagine. Being able to visualize makes reading more interesting (like watching a movie in your head). Teach students to visualize by starting small. Read sentences and have them draw what they
see. Then, expand this strategy as you engage students in visualizing scenes. Metacognition means understanding our own thought processes. In reading, this means knowing if we understand what were reading, and how to stop and review if we arent understanding. Teach students to notice what theyre thinking when they read. Are they asking
questions? What do they wonder? Which parts make them laugh? Are there any big surprises in what they read? Learn more: What Is Metacognition? Monitoring comprehension is the process readers use to determine if they understand what they are reading. Have students stop at the end of a paragraph and page and think What did I read? If they
can summarize what they read, they go on. If they cannot, they use a fix-up strategy, like rereading the section or looking up vocabulary words. When students make connections, theyre building knowledge. Model and teach three main types of connections: Text to self: How does the text connect with your life or experiences? Text to text: How does
this part of the text connect to what you read in this text or what you have read in other texts? Text to world: How does what youre reading connect with what you know? Learn more: Using hexagonal thinking Sometimes students get overwhelmed by the amount of information theyre reading. Teach them to calculate the importance of details they
read. Students highlight or record the details they read, and then put each through a funnel where they think about whether or not it is actually important. Only the most important details make it through the funnel. Myranda McDonald; We Are Teachers Stories have a predictable structure that students can use to comprehend them. Knowing that
stories start by explaining the character, setting, and problem can help students anticipate looking for this important information as they get into a story. And knowing that the story will hit a climax before the problem resolves also helps students anticipate the end of the story.Use story map graphic organizers to help improve students understanding
of narrative by focusing on important information while theyre reading. Try it: Free Story Map Printable Worksheets Retelling is a strategy that involves telling the most important information.Have students do a five-finger retell. They hold their hand up and point to each finger as they explain the characters, setting, events one, two, and three, and
the conclusion. Students point to their palm and share an opinion of the story or how the story made them feel.Using this prompt reminds students to include the main aspects of a story. We Are Teachers The more words a student knows, the more words they can learn, and the deeper they understand what they read. And the more times a student
engages with a word, the more likely they are to actually remember and use the word.Teach words using visuals and activities, like creating sentences with vocabulary. And teach students how to engage with words in text. For example, practice reading around a word to define itwhen students read on their own, they can use the same strategy when
theyre stuck on a word. Try it: Free Printable Vocabulary Worksheet Bundle Students learning to read typically focus on the words themselves and the letters, sounds, meaning and pronunciation. However, when early literacy skills are finally mastered, the next step is comprehension. What is comprehension? Comprehension is the ability to draw
meaning from text. What Is Reading Comprehension? The most general definition of reading comprehension explains that it is the skill of making meaning from whatever text is read. Said another way, reading comprehension isn't simply knowing what words you have read, it's the ability to look at what these words say and to figure out what they
mean. When students first embark on their career as readers, they are working on a variety of challenging skills. They need to recognize words, identify them and be aware of their meaning. If they are unaware of their meaning, they will need to rely on context clues to supply hints. Reading comprehension also encompasses the ability to understand
words and their meaning in a variety of contexts. For example, being able to identify satire. Research has demonstrated that reading isn't simply the transfer of information. Rather it is transactional, wherein the reader brings his or her life experience and understanding up to that point to the text. From there, he or she co-constructs meaning from
whatever is being read, based on prior knowledge. How Is Reading Comprehension Taught? Educators and people with young children who are just entering the school system are likely familiar with the question, "What are the four types of reading?" The four main types of reading are skimming, scanning, intensive and extensive. Skimming is the
most superficial type of reading. It's a quick glance at the material, generally to see if any of the words contained therein spark interest or recognition. Comprehension when skimming is generally very low. Scanning is slightly more rigorous and is generally done when a reader is searching for something specific within a body of the text. Intensive
Reading Intensive reading is where comprehension begins to get stronger. This is not a search for cursory information or to get the "gist" of a piece of writing. Intensive reading requires that the readers read every word in the piece, including ones they may not know and seek to understand what is being communicated. Intensive reading is required
when the reader is going to be responsible for reflecting on what he or she has read, either in writing or in speech. Extensive reading refers typically to reading that is taken on for pleasure. In this case, the impetus for meaning-making is wanting to understand what the text has to say. Why Is Reading Comprehension Important? Students who excel
in reading comprehension often have successful academic careers. This is because reading is such a critical part of overall learning. If a child struggles with reading comprehension he or she will likely read less and thus will absorb less in the way of vocabulary, ideas, differing perspectives and other nuances. A limited vocabulary can mean a limited
scope for thought and imagination. The result is that students demonstrate limited intellectual curiosity and do not have the self-motivation required to read on their own. Challenges for Comprehension When answering the question, "What is comprehension?" educators should also consider the challenges for communities with limitations. The
challenges of reading comprehension are especially acute for students with learning disabilities, attention deficit issues or other special needs. For these students, a question like, "How do you use forbidden in a sentence?" can be exceptionally difficult to answer, seeing as it relies upon an understanding of vocabulary, sentence construction and
syntax. Teachers who teach special needs populations should be encouraged to seek out as many methods for reading comprehension as possible.
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